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Hell Bent

Australia’s GLBT hockey club, Bentstix, are chasing
Gold at Melbourne’s Outgames. Sydney team member
Daevid Rich tells DNA that hockey isn't just for lesbians.

| always wanted to play sport as a kid but
newver guite got the hang of the anes my
dad tried so desperataly to get me 10 play,
Dan't gat me wrang, | love feoly and soccer,
butat the tender age of 7 | already knew |
was a bit different from the rest of the guys
on the team.

Some 27 years later, | was introduced to
Bentstix Hockey Clukb. Whan | first saw them
| thought to myself, "Mow these guys have
samething happening.” They were friendly,
inviting and keen 1o encourage naw players
to the sea hockey as “an amazing game®.
Alse, there's just something about guys
plaving in sporl gear that gets my attention,
espacially hockey players, mainly due ta
their fit and athletic physique, Okay, the
locker room gats my attention, too,

Bertstix is Australia’s first and only GLAT
hockey club. We have about 40 playing
members, bath guys and girls, and are
crowing rapidly.

Club prasident Danny Caretti and some
ke -rminded players tounded the club about
10 years ago, meating regularly for sccial
games. Since then, the cluk has grown
te become a registered association with
sponsarship frem Darlinghurst's Tasi Cluk.

Bentstix is now the largest multi-state
hased GLET ciuk in Auatralia, with a team in
Sydney, Melbourna and plans for a Brishane
team to commance play in 2008, In the
prast six months, Bentstin has also played

a mentaring rele in the establishment of
Lenden and Auckland based GLBT clubs,
Training is lots of fun. All the guys are
generally pretty relaxed and we joke and
fool around a lot, We usually use this tima
to perfect any game plays that didn't wark
in the previous gamea, We train once a week
and play mostly an Saturdays in the Sydney
Hockay Association comp, with two all-guy
teams, I'm sure you can imagine the reaction
of the straight guys in the opposing teams
when they find out they're about to play
against a bunch of gay guys. | know they
hate loosing to us but they are all very good-
spirited about the idea of plaving against us,
Alsa, miarking an opponent takes a new twist
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when they're straight and eute. It's a nice
incentive, too, although I'm naot sure whether
our straight goalie would agree.
Imternationally, Bantstix is tha best an the
GLET field. In 2005, threa teams (twe male
and one female} travellad to Amstardam ta
play as a guest eountry antrant in the Euro
Gay Gamas, We won Gold and twao Bronze,
plus the tithe of Warld's Mumber One GLET
Hockey Club, & couple mare European
gamas are scheduled in the next three years
with teams from Belgium, Germany, Sgpain
and the UK. But the main event we all have
our ayes on fght now is the upcoming Asia
Facific Qutgames in Melbourne. We'll be
playing sgainst the Melbourne Bentstix
Heckey Club and the NZ Hockey Heroes,
We'ra all really locking farward ta it, | just
hepe the arganisers have enough room for

all our playars in the locker reoms. ok

Bentstix are recruiting pliyers of alb skills; ages
and sexes o campete at the 2008 Asia Pacific
Dot Games in Malboame, If you would like to
jedn the team, go to wensbantstix.com.au,

For miore an the Asiz Pacific Cutgames, go ta
wenmalboumeoutoames.org.




